
About the Project 
When Jon Curby, Michael Work, Damara Bolte' and Stan 
Carter returned from their trips to Africa in 1987 and 1988 
there were a total of twenty-one new Africans in the United 
States. Thirteen of these Basenjis along with Esenjo, who had 
arrived in 1978, were selected to be registered with the 
American Kennel Club as a onetime-only opening of the stud 
book to new native stock. The African Stock Project was 
begun to track these imports and their progeny. It seemed 
appropriate to expand the scope of the research to include all 
the available information on African foundation stock from 
the earliest successful imports of Basenjis in the 1930's. This 
is the official report of the Project. 
The African Imports are listed on two separate pages. The 
first sorts them by year of import and the second by name. 
The Year of Import page contains three sections, foundation 
stock which arrived before 1987, foundation stock registered 
in 1990 after the stud book was reopened, and imports after 
1988. Those imports arriving before the 1980's seem so far 
back that they have nothing to do with our current dogs. 
However, there really were not many of them and World War 
II made a further bottleneck on how many and how often 
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those original dogs were used. In looking through this section 
there are a couple of things that be of interest. First regarding 
changing names. In England names are given when a litter is 
registered and that name can be changed at any time until the 
dog appears in the stud book on its own. The official Kennel 
Club publication lists the pups by name and sex in every litter 
so that research on what any dog has produced can be made. 
Here in the U.S.A., a dog is listed in the American Kennel 
Club Stud Book only when he or she first produces a litter 
and the numbers in that litter are not printed. There is no 
public record of how many times a dog or bitch has been bred 
or how many pups there were. Therefore numbers and names 
in the litters born in England are more complete while the 
numbers in American litters are not accurate unless they have 
been supplied by the breeder for this publication. The second 
section on the Year of Import page introduces the dogs 
registered in 1990. These are the Avongara named imports 
and Esenjo. By the way, Avongara is a chieftain tribe in 
Africa. The custom here in the U.S.A. is that only dogs bred 
strictly from Avongara stock use Avongara in their registered 
name. A great way to keep things clear and to show our 
respect for them. The last section is on imports arriving after 
1988. A few of these imports came out of the DRC and went 

 



to Italy. Eight imports have recently been imported from 
Benin, two in 1998 and six in 2004. 
As you will quickly notice every imports page is not identical 
but gives you what we have to offer on that particular dog. 
Sometimes there are actual pictures of the dog in Africa as it 
was found. Sometimes there are photos of descendants. Some 
breedings have quite of bit of information and some not 
much. This is our opportunity to be sure that future 
generations of Basenji fanciers have more information on 
these imported dogs then we have on the early imports by 
gathering and correlating in all facts about these dogs that are 
available. This is your opportunity to send information on 
your litter of full or half-1990 stock. Your photographs or 
video, descriptions and breeding records will still be available 
in forty, fifty or more years. 
The pages under Pedigree Strictly 1990 Foundation Stock 
are about the dogs bred down strictly from the 1990 
registered dogs. There are two index pages with the 
descendants sorted by date of birth on one page and by 
registered name on the other. Expect this section to keep on 
growing with updates! 
Reference materials on the Imports and their impact on the 
breed is available in the Project Online Library. The 
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material is divided into three sections. The first section 
contains material about Basenjis in Africa, the second section 
is about the Basenjis imported before 1987, the third section 
contains material on the 1990 Registered Foundation Stock, 
and the last section is on imports after 1988.. 
As the Project grows it becomes harder to find specific items, 
therefore, a Search Engine is available for your use in 
finding pages in the African Stock Project. 
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How to send information to the 
Project 
The information needed are full particulars on litters 
regarding date of whelping, numbers, colors, sexes with 
attached registered names of all pups. We need a brief 
description of the litter regarding its important features. Titles 
won are good to include. We need to know which of the 
offspring were bred from. We need to know if any health 
problems developed. Did they all receive OFA and CERF 
numbers? Had a full or half-African litter, include what you 
feel is important about the litter and if it is full-1990 stock be 
sure to send individual photos and descriptions of the 
conformation, health, color, personality, ect. 
 
Additionally, accuracy is the goal here so send in any 
corrections for inclusion in the next publication. 
Here you see strong start on what can be offered to the future. 
But, remember it is just a start, more information is needed 
from all those involved and will be gladly received by the 
Committee. Each year the Club should be able to offer the 
fancy more information on these dogs as they mature, pass on 
and as you find the time to send in your data and photos! 

 
Basenji with Bell in Zaire, Africa. 
Photo courtesy Michael Work, 
1987 



Send information 
By mail to: 
The African Stock Project 
c/o Linda Siekert 
6800 N Montezuma Dr 
Tucson, AZ 85718-2432 
By email: (sinbaje@comcast.net) 
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How to order the Compact Disk 
To order a Compact Disk which contains the Project website 
(CD contains better quality video than on the web) send: 
• $11 for a CD 
CD can be used by a Windows or Macintosh PC having MS 
Internet Explorer or Netscape browser version 4 or higher 
installed. Quicktime installer is included to view the videos. 
Price covers postage and handling. Make checks or money 
orders payable to the BCOA in U.S. funds only. Foreign 
orders please mail or email Linda Siekert 
(sinbaje@comcast.net) for prices. 
Mail your order to: 

 
  



The African Stock Project 
c/o Linda Siekert 
6800 N Montezuma Dr 
Tucson, AZ 85718-2432 
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